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Introduction

The evaluation of the eviDent dental practice based network and its activities is an essential
and integral part of eviDent. A priority area for evaluation of practitioner investigator
perceptions of participation in the eviDent network has been identified. Defining the benefits
for practitioner participation in the eviDent network will help the network devise strategies to
maximise those benefits and make future research protocol development more receptive to
practitioner investigators.

Aims
The evaluation of eviDent project is under development, but aims to evaluate the eviDent
network from the perspectives of practitioners, academics and the network infrastructure. The
objectives of the evaluation are to:

¢ clarify eviDent’s important areas for evaluation;

¢ select the appropriate design of evaluation for those areas; and

o formulate a strategy for gathering the evidence needed and using the evaluation findings.

Rationale

Evaluation is the systematic collection of information about the activities, characteristics and
outcomes of a program or in this case, network, to make judgments about the network,
improve network effectiveness, and/or inform decisions about future network development.

Methodology

Following workshops, focus groups and consultation with The University of Melbourne’s Centre
for Program Evaluation, eviDent’s logic model has been developed and this will set the stage
for determining the best evaluation focus and design. It is anticipated that a combination of
process (measuring actual program performance against the initial plan) and outcome
evaluation (changes in people’s attitudes and beliefs and changes in the environment,
including public and private policies, formal and informal enforcement of regulations) will be
used. At this point the project will formulate a strategy for gathering the evidence needed and
using the evaluation findings.

What are the expected outcomes?
It is anticipated this project will:
e report on the outputs and outcomes of eviDent; and
¢ allow eviDent to respond to the results of evaluations at various stages in its development
in order to refine and improve the eviDent network.
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Progress to date
e Practitioner perceptions of participation in the eviDent network
o Ethics approval received November 2011
o Questionnaire for eviDent DPBRN Associate Investigators
0 Questionnaire for practitioners involved in data collection for eviDent projects
0 Questionnaires designed for comparison with PEARL DPBRN (New York, USA)

NOTES
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